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I want to integrate SDGs into 
my teaching/curriculum/school 
system, but how can I …..?



What do you think you already 

know about education for 

sustainable development (ESD)?

What do you want to know?

What have you learnt?

KWL



1. 
W H AT  I S  E D U C AT I O N  F O R  

S U S T A I N A B L E  D E V E L O P M E N T ?



Is aware of the 
wider world and 
has a sense their 

own role as a 
world citizen

Respects and 
values diversity

Has an 
understanding of 

how the world 
works

Participates in the 
community at a 
range of levels, 

from the local to 
the global

Is willing to act to 
make the world a 
more equitable 
and sustainable 

place

ESD is based on the principles and values that
underlie sustainable development

Educating a student who:

K N O W L E D G E S K I L L S V A L U E S B E H A V I O U R S



What are the SDGs?

• Also known as the Global Goals, were adopted by the UN in 2015 
• A universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and

ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and prosperity.
• The 17 SDGs are integrated—they recognize that action in one area 

will affect outcomes in others, and that development must balance
social, economic and environmental sustainability.

• Countries have committed to prioritize progress for those who're
furthest behind. The SDGs are designed to end poverty, hunger, 
AIDS, and discrimination against women and girls.

• The creativity, knowhow, technology and financial resources from
all of society is necessary to achieve the SDGs in every context.





Gettingsmart.com





What global sustainablilty 

issues were represented in this 

video? What SDGs do they 

link to?



1) Water pollution (clean water)

2) Overpopulation (sustainable cities)

3) Overconsumption (responsible 

consumption)

4) Deforestation (life on land)

5) Plastic Pollution (responsible consumption)

6) Melting glaciers and global warming 
(climate action)

7) Air Pollution/Acid rain 

8) Loss of biodiversity/species extinction 
(life on land)

9) Renewable/clean energy (clean energy)

10) Poverty (no poverty)

11) Lack of food (zero hunger/no poverty)



What skills do sustainability 

literate students need to have/be 

able to do?

• Effective communication

• Critical and creative thinking

• Cooperation

• Self-awareness and reflection

• Empathy

• Conflict resolution

• Ability to manage complexity and 

uncertainty

• Informed and reflective action
The Sustainable Development Goals: A guide for 

Teachers, Oxfam, 2019



OECD Global Competence Framework

ATC21S Framework

Partnership for 21st Century Learning

Global Skills 

Frameworks



2. 
W H Y  S H O U L D  W E  I N C O R P O R AT E  S D G

I N T O  O U R  S Y L L A B I  ?



"ESD is essential for the 

achievement of a sustainable 

society and is therefore 

desirable at all levels of formal 

education and training, as well 

as in non-formal and informal 

learning."
 

Council of the European Union, 2010



3. 
S O … H O W  C A N  W E  I N C O R P O R AT E  

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  I N T O  O U R  S C H O O L S  A N D   

C L A S S E S ?



How?

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay

3 things to consider: 

1 – How we teach

2 – Content we teach

3 – Activities we use



Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay

How we teach…



Oxfam, The Sustainable Development Goals – A Guide for Teachers



Content
we teach

R
eflect

V
o

ices



“What SDGs 

can I link to 

this topic?” 



“What SDGs 

can I link to 

this topic?” 



Activities
we use



Inquiry Based 

Learning (IBL)



• Supports students to build their own 

initiative

• Encourages a deeper understanding 

of the content

• Motivates students to form their own 

connections about what they learn

• Students take more ownership of their 

learning and a sense of reward

• Helps students develop the critical 

thinking and life skills necessary to be 

competitive in the 21st century

https://teachingenglishwithoxford.oup.com/2020/0

1/29/inquiry-based-elt-classroom/



21st Century Communication 2e

Essential 

Questions



21st Century Communication



Plymouth University, Future Fit Framework, p.54



Global 

Thinking 

Routines
https://pz.harvard.edu

/thinking-routines



1. Why might this [topic, question] 

matter to me?

2. Why might it matter to people 

around me [family, friends, 

city, nation]?

3. Why might it matter to the 

world?

The 3 Whys

Our campaign to ban plastic bags on Bali



The 4Cs

Our campaign to ban plastic bags on Bali



Connections
What connections do you draw between 

the talk and your own life or your other 

learning?

Challenge
What ideas, positions, or assumptions do 

you want to challenge or argue with in the 

talk?

Concepts
What key concepts or ideas do you think 

are important and worth holding on to 

from the talk?

Changes
What changes in attitudes, thinking, or 

action are suggested by the talk, either for 

you or others?

Our campaign to ban plastic bags on Bali



The 4 Ifs
1. If I take this idea seriously…

2. If my community takes idea 

seriously…

3. If our nation/world takes this 

idea seriously…

4. If I/we don’t do anything… 

what will happen?Our campaign to ban plastic bags on Bali



Incorporate 

SDG focused 

project work to 

promote action



Incorporate the philosophy of 

education for sustainable 

development by:

- implementing appropriate ESD 

methodologies and pedagogies

- using content that raises students’ 

awareness of ESD

- integrating activities that develop key 

ESD skills and values and which 

encourage students to take action



www.teachsdgs.org/





www.teachsdgs.org/

www.teachingenglish.org.uk

/sites/teacheng/files/PUB_

29200_Creativity_UN_SDG

_v4S_WEB.pdf

www.teachingenglish.org.u

k/sites/teacheng/files/pu

b_GlobalCitizenv2.pdf

https://gcmc.global

/tools/gcmc-

toolkit/teacher-

module/

www.eltfootprint.org

www.renewableenglish.com

www.eltsustainable.org

www.teachingenglish.org.uk

https://pa

yhip.com/

b/obOwr



What 3 things have you 

learnt about Education 

for Sustainable 

Development?



Photo by Ana Municio on Unsplash.com
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